
THE COMMISSION FOR MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  

The Commission for migrants and refugees of the Episcopal Conference of Central African 

Republic is a recent structure established by the bishops as a response of the Church to the 

massive phenomenon of migrants thrown out of their homes because of the ongoing conflict. 

The country is indeed facing, since March 2013, a severe conflict with unbearable 

consequences including the influx of internally displaced people and those who seek refuge in 

the neighboring countries, notably Cameroon and Congo. Pundits’ estimates put it to more 

than half of the population who have left their home due to the conflict.  

The creation of the Commission for Migrants and Refugees is not the first response by the 

church to the plight of migrants. Indeed, in the heat of the crisis, almost all the dioceses have 

opened the doors of their parishes, schools, seminaries (minors and major) to migrants fleeing 

the throes of the conflict. Welcoming the migrants was done regardless of their religious 

background. As a matter of fact, the minor seminary of Bangassou diocese is still hosting people 

who for the most part, are Muslims.   

The commission is tasked with the duty of being the presence of the Church to the migrants 

both internally displaced and refugees. Besides, the Commission has also the responsibility to 

work within the official instances of the country in order to address the root causes of the 

forced migration of people. The structures include the Commission Vérité justice, Réparation et 

Réconciliation (Truth, Justice, Reparation and Reconciliation Commission) and the process of 

Désarmement, Démobilisation, Rapatriement et Réintégration (Disarmament, Demobilization, 

Repatriation, Reintegration). Moreover, the Commission is also entrusted with the duty of 

addressing the issue of human trafficking that leads to the phenomenon of children soldiers 

that is widespread within the rebel groups.  

As the Episcopal Commission for Migrants and Refugees is being incepted in Central African 

Republic, the presence of the national secretary at this meeting in Rome is very providential. 

Indeed listening to the experiences of countries where the Commission of migrants has been 

working for long will undoubtedly help us finding our ways and coming up with strategies, 

hopefully, to relieve the sufferings of the migrants. 

 

Fr. SOH Jules Martial, SJ 
National Secretary for Migrants and Refugees 

Episcopal Conference of Central African Republic.  


